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were collected. Residents of the mentioned 
areas, the local shuras, the commanders, es- 
pecially Respectable Chief of the Jehadi 
Shura of the Ahmad Zai Tribe, Hassan 
Khan Karoheil highly appreciated the bene- 
ficial efforts of the project. The latter also 
sent a letter of appreciation to the ATC HQ 
stating as such : "To the Esteemed ATC Di- 
rector : Please accept our gratitudes and 
thanks for the very useful, effective and ex- 
cellent job performed by mine clearance 
personnel of your project # 10 in the area 
of MuUa Omar. Their accomplishment is 



further appreciated on the ground that they 
completed a two year's work in the course 
of four months. We also applaud the hu- 
manitarian attitude and nice behaviour of 
the project personnel against the entire pop- 
ulation of our area. 

We also thank the ATC Authority for their 
very honest, hardworking and kind person- 
nel. 

God Bless you All 
Hassan Khan Karokhiel 



fl Brief Introdaction of the fITC Team Leader fibdal Qehar 



Abdul Qahhar son of Abdul Ghafar was 
born in 1343 H.S. (equivalent of 1064 
A.D.) in Charbag village of Qarghayi dis- 
trict, Laghman province. 

Abdul Qahhar started his basic studies at the 
village-mosque. When he reached the age of 
seven, he was enrolled in a primary school 
of the area. At a time when Abdul Qahhar 
was still a student a political change hap- 
pened in the country. He, as a young patri- 
ot, chose to join the Mujahideen who fought 
the aggressive enemy of the Afghan nation. 

During Jehad. Abdul Qahhar bravely fought 
the forces of the atheist enemy in different 
fronts of the country. 

As the brutal enemy of the Afghan people 
continued indiscrininate bombing of rural 
areas and residents of his area had no other 
choice except to take refuge in Pakistan, 
Abdul Qahhar also took his family to Pe- 
shawar and he himself joined the Military 
Academy. 



Based on his knowledge on different types 
of mines, Abdul Qahhar intended to obtain 
further information on mine clearance te- 
chnique. So, in 1990 he attended mine 
clearance and team leadership courses and 
due to his interest and required talent in this 
field he was employed by the ATC HQ as 
Assistant Team Leader in one of the demin- 
ing projects. 

After two years of good performance 
Abdul Qahhar was promoted to the Team 
Leader position. 

Unfortunately, on 14 November, 1993 
when this brave Team Leader was assigning 
his team to a task in Abdul Kheil area of 
Behsood district, Nangarhar province, and, 
as usual, he himself was checking the work 
progress he erroneously slipped on a mine 
placed close to the edge of the cleared area. 
A mine exploded and at the result the com- 
petent team leader lost his left leg and got 
other injuries too. 



{}■ 



Team # 15 at its service, got stationed at 
Khak-e- Jabbar^tha and Kabul pi^vkm^ 

area. On 23 July 1994 the project then ex-'"* 
tended its mine clearance operations to the 
areas of Chenar, Mullah' Omar, Khurd Ka- 

In Aug. of the same year the ATC HQ 
deemed it necessary to assign Team # 22 
also to work under the project so that |he ,. 
demining operations be accelerated. Prom 



ject. In addition, 253291 fragments were 

Ijl^.j^eeds to be s^^a^ed that the abovem^f^- 

grazing and agricultural land, 10325 sqm. 

canals and streams and 425758 sqm. foot- 
path and grazing land. : d ... 



On arrival of the project-piprsQAn^l 
Imis of decision of the ATC HQ I|^^^^|[[^g 



ATC Team 
No. 20 Before 

Nangarhar 
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23 July to 11 November 1994 both teams 
worked in the abovementioned areas but 

proj ect^ wa* shifted tOnSiyltkkrode distitct» 
Nangarhar province. . * ^ ' ' 

During its demining operations in different 
areas of Kabul province Projept # .10 

demining activitftes844^ aBtirperssoanel 

mines and 145 units of UXOs were discov- 
ered and destroyed by deminers of the pro- 



Team # 20 was also combined with the pro- 
ject. On Dec. 18, 1994 the project initiated 

m^ tlmmsG c^atioo^ in Hadda Farm 
and Pdieh Abad iffeas <^ Suiidifode districi. 
These operations continued up to the end of 
December 1994. As a result of these suc- 
cessful operations 1837549 sqm. j^azing 
land and 2464 sqm. agricultural land were 
cleared of mines. During these demining 
operations 43 units of UXOs were discov- 
ered and destroyed and 17172 fragments 



Visit of the ATC Site Oflice by Higli-ranlting EU Consultant 



On 20 February of the current year the 
high-ranking consultant of the Europem Un- 
ion in Brussels, John Telford travelled to 
Nangarhar province to visit the ATC Site 
Office in the province . 

John Telfor who had travelled to Jalal Abad, 
capital of Nangarhar province, for visiting 
certain Afghan welfare organizations in that 
province paid a visit to the ATC Projects # 
1 and # 3 and had detailed discussions with 
the concerned project officers. During these 
visits the Operations Officer of the ATC HQ 
and the Operations Officer of Project #1 
presented interesting information on the 
mine clearance activities and the work pro- 
cedures . 



During his stay at the demining sites the EU 
Consultant was greeted by a significant 
number of residents of the locality who 
highly appreciated the vital services per- 
formed by the ATC demining teams in the 
area. The EU Consultant expresssed the 
deep interest of the EU in respect and con- 
tinuation of these beneficial services and 
called them quite effective steps for reha- 
bilitation of Afghanistan. 

At the end of his visit John Telford present- 
ed his thanks to related personnel of the two 
abovesaid mine clearance projects for their 
very effective services and wished further 
success for the ATC organization. 







After the aggressive Soviet forces were de- 
feated and forced to return to their country, 
they left millions of hidden enemies, i.e 
mines of different types every where in 
Afghanistan. This unjustifiable action was 
planned to endanger the life of all the peo- 
ple of the country, i.e. the old, the young 
and the women. Even the lives of animals 
were not out of danger. But fortunately the 
co-operation of the United Nations as well 
as the humanitarian assistance of the peace 
loving nations and through the untiring ef- 
forts of the ATC Mine Clearance pro- 
gramme and similar organizations a signifi- 



cant number of those mines have been dis- 
covered and destroyed. 

It was due to the existence of excessive 
mines and repeated appeals by returnees to 
their montherland, Afghanistan, that the 
ATC HQ established Project # 10, financed 
by EU, in the first half of July 1994. After 
recruiting the required personnel and orga- 
nizing certain orientation seminars for them 
and after providing the project with neces- 
sary supply and equipment the project prac- 
tically started its demining activities on 1 6 
July, 1994. The project, with the Deming 



[ Tfce ^TC Site Office # 6 J 

Bak district, Paktya province : 

Two mine clearance teams of the project 
are carrying demining operations in Spirkai 
and Mana Kahol villages in related areas of 
Bak district. The ATC Team # 8 has discov- 
ered and destroyed 33 anti-personnel mines 
as well as four units of UXO during mine 
clearance operations in 100689 sqm. graz- 
ing land. The ATC Team # 12 succeeded in 
discovering and destroying 26 anti- 
personnel mines and 4 units of UXOs in the 
course of demining activities carried out in 
the abovesaid areas which resulted in clear- 
ing 77830 sqm. grazing land of mines. The 
cleared grazing land is now under utiliza- 
tion of the local people. The total area 
cleared by Project # 6 in Bak district reach- 
es 188519 sqm. 



[ TFw ATC Site Office # 7 ] 



Saroobi district, Kabul province : 

Two demining teams of the project cleared 
33851 sqm. grazing land, 21000 sqm. agri- 
cultural land and 10540 sqm. residential 
area in Saroobi district. 42 anti-personnel 
mines were discovered and destroyed dur- 
ing these mine clearance operations. 

Team # 1 1 of the ATC mine clearance op- 
erations working at this Site Office carried 
out the given tasks in Kandoo and Gagari 
villages of the district. The team discovered 
and destroyed 41 anti-personnel mines dur- 



ing their demining operations there. 

Team # 9 cleared of mines a total of 9159 
sqm. grazing land in this locality. 

[ TTie ^TC Site Office * 8 ] 

In the course of mine clearance activities in 
Khoogyani district, Nangarhar province 
two of the ATC mine clearance teams dis- 
covered and destroyed two anti-tank mines 
in Erghunj village of the district. The ATC 
Mine Clearance Teams #1,5 and 6 cleared 
9749 sqm. grazing land and 7062 sqm. agri- 
cultural land in different areas of the dis- 
trict. 

[ The AJU Site Office # 10 ) 

Surkhrode district, Nangarhar prpv- 



mce 



The ATC Demining Teams # 16, 20 and 22 
cleared a total of 39573 sqm. agricultural 
land in Fateh Abad and Sultanpur villages 
of the district. Three anti-tank mines were 
discovered and destroyed during these mine 
clearance operations. 



[ Tlie Tlail Project ) 

During February of the current year the 
two flail machines and the related section 
carried the determined mine clearance tasks 
in Peirwar area of Behsood district, Nanga- 
rhar province as a result of which 89650 
sqm. agricultural land was cleared of mines. 
In the course of these demining activities 36 anti- 
personnel mines were discovered and destroyed. 
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these mine clearance operations 148 anti- 
personnel mines and 15 units of UXOs were 
discovered and destroyed in these areas;' 



fTtie ^TC 8i» Ofjfiog * gj 



Nangarhar province : 

The ATC Mine Clearance Team # 17 



ered and destroyed in the same area. 

As a total the three demijig^ugs^of Project 
# 3 cleared 56243 sqm. grazing land 
throughout Nangarhar province. 



(The &U» Officg #^ 4] 
Paktya Province : 

As a result of demining operations carried 



An ATC 
Deminer 
Searching for 

Anti-Tank Mines 
Laid in Sultanpur 
Village, 
Suildirud 
District, 
Nangarhar 
. Province 




cleareil 4856 sqm. grazing land in Shegi 

area of Sheiva district. During these demin- 
ing activities 19 anti-personnel mines were 
disc«fViE^ed and destroyed in the area. Team 
#18 of the project also sticcec^ed in discov- 
ering and destroying 3 anti-tank and 36 
anti-personnel mines in Shegi village of 
Shwa district and Benigah of Behsood dis- 
trict4ri iftfe ctihrse t)f Wearltif if'3^^'s^ 
grazing land of mines. 

Team # 19 of this project also cleared 17614 sqm. 
^>ziia&tod of the. 12 anti-personpQl mines discQv- 



out in February of this year by the three 

demining teams of the project in Jajee Mai- 
dan, five anti-personnel mines along with 
seyjsaijm^^ of UXOs were discovered and 
destroyed. The area cleared of mines by the 
project in February of the current year to- 
tals to 107108 sqm. of grazing land of 
which Team # 4 has cleared 78 sqm. area in 
thfe siitrounding^ of Chungi village and 
16058 sqm. were cleared by Team # 4 in 
the area of Sra Cheela. Likewise, the ATC 
Team # 13 has cleared 40819 sqm. graieing 
land in Sra Beilla. 




The ATC Mine aearance Actiilty 
Report for Felniiary 1995 



During February of the current year the 
ATC mine clearance teams succeeded in dis- 
covering and destroying of 566 anti- 
personnel mines and 151 units of unexplod- 
ed ordnance in the process of clearing a to- 
tal area of 980002 sqm. land of mines. This 
area comprises 789090 sqm. grazing land, 
180372 sqm. agricultural land and 10540 
sqm. residential space. 

It is pertinent to mention that the Eid-e-Fitr 
hoidays happened in the month of February 
and the ATC mine clearance teams went on 
leave in the last ten days of the month. 



[jhB ATC Site Office # l] 



Nangarhar Province : 

Three demining teams are working within 
this project. During February of the current 
year the related teams of the project suc- 
ceeded in clearing 152557 sqm. grazing 
land and 1728 sqm. agricultural land. 

In Samar Kheil area of Behsood district 144 
and in Ganda Cheshma area of Surkhrode 
district 23 anti-personnel mines were dis- 
covered and destroyed by the ATC Team # 
14 of the abovesaid project. Similarly, in 
Ghulam Dogg area, Chaprahar district, 
Team # 15 of this project succeeded in dis- 



covering and destroying 27 anti-personnel 
mines and 18 items of UXOs. Team # 21 of 
the project discovered and destroyed 15 
anti-personnel mines as well as 25 UXOs in 
Ganda Cheshma and Ghulam Dogg area. 
During mine clearance activities in the 
abovecited areas 15 anti-personnel mines 
and 25 UXOs were discovered and de- 
stroyed. 



[Tfce A7U Site Office #2] 



Paktya province : 

As the result of mine clearance activities 
carried out by the ATC Team # 2 in Dara-i- 
Malik, Dirgai and Essa Kheil villages of Ta- 
nai district in February of this year, 68 
anti-personnel mines and 6 units of UXO 
were discovered and destroyed : Likewise, 
in the same month the ATC Team #10 suc- 
ceeded in discovering and destroying 37 
anti-personnel mines in Eessa Keil village 
of Tanai district. Also Team # 3 of the same 
project was able to discover and destroy 23 
anti-personnel mines in Hissar village of 
Mandozai district. During the month of 
February of the current year the three 
abovementioned teams successfully cleared 
a total of 241066 sqm. grazing land and 
21359 sqm. agricultural land. In course of 
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